
How to Use Fencing Pliers? 4 Ways and 5 
Usability Hacks 

A fencing plier looks pretty cool, and it's a dream come true for many of its potential users. In 
case you've spent years with this tool in hands, this article might sound over-aesthetical for you. 

But in case you are new to this amazing tool and would like to explore the horizons of its 
usability, this article is a must-read for you. 

Go through the rest of this article, and understand how versatile and dynamic this tool is. Apart 
from explaining its uses, we've also included some tips to get most out of your fencing plier. 
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What Is A Fencing Plier? 

We guess, most of our readers are aware of this question anyway. But if it's your first fencing 
plier, you better be understood the definition of it. 

A fencing plier is a hand tool used in fencing, woodworking, gardening, garages, DIYing and so 
on. With its modified metallic head, it can perform multiple tasks without any extensions or 
attachments. 

With different parts of a fencing plier head, you can do pulling, wire gripping, cutting, holding 
staples, removing and taking staples off, straight injecting of staples and so on. 

4 Ways of Using A Fencing Plier 

The way they have combined a small sized hammer and a plier into a fencing plier is really 
innovative. It gives you a hand with a number of usability’s like- 

1. Wire gripping. 

2. Staple pulling. 

3. Hammering. 

4. Holding staples. 

5. Nailing staples in a straight manner. 

6. And a few more. 

We know that you have managed to land on this webpage to learn more about all of these uses, 
and that’s what we would be talking about as well. 

Take a moment, and go through the details discussion on 4 most beneficial uses of a fencing 
plier- 

Knocking The Staples and Nails 

When you are working around your garden or garage, you cannot use a nail gun or nailer 
machine to knock the nails. On top of that, you have to deal with staples sometimes, which is 
also hard to put through with any machine or by hand. 

To rescue, you can use the hammer side of the fencing plier, which might help you to insert into 
softwood posts. But in the case of hardwood posts, this might not be the best option available. 







Cutting and Stripping The Wire 


No matter it’s electric repair or DIYing at your projects, you have to deal with wires every now 
and then. To install a new electric device or to take the old device out, you need to cut, strip or 
bend wires a lot. 

To help with this issue, you don't need to buy a wire cutter. There is a slot that is located on the 
pivot of the fencing plier. This will give you hand to deal with all those wire cutting and stripping 
tasks. 

To use this slot, you have to open up the slots and adjust the wire into the hole. Once you have 
done the proper placement of the wire, squeeze the handle and apply firm pressure on the wire. 
Once done, pull the wire off by pressing the handle gently. 

Remember that too much-applied pressure on the wire might cause a cut to it. So make sure 
that you have the proper pre-assumption of the pressure before pulling the wire off. 

Removing Odd Staples 

When you are working within carpentry or home-remodeling, it's not only the nice and straight 
staples that you have to deal with. Sometimes, you need to take the nails and staples off the 
wall or wooden surface. And that's where another part of this fencing plier would come in 
helpful. 

There is a spike at one side of the fencing plier which will come in helpful in this regard. 

The question is, how would the spike help you to take off old staples or nails? Well, here is the 
process- 

The spike should be smartly placed beneath the bent or broken staple. Once you are done with 
positioning the spike underneath the staple, press a firm pressure on the reverse direction. This 
will lever the nail up and straighten it up. 

Once you see the staple to have enough area to grab with the plier, press it gently on it and take 
it off. 

Another way of removing these kinds of staples is through the pincher of a fencing plier. You 
might find it in in the middle portion of the head. 

How to use the pincher to deal with stubborn staples? Well, grip the staple with the pincher and 
apply pressure towards the opposite direction of what it's bend at. It should come straight if the 
pressure is applied properly. Not, grip it with the plier's head and pull it off. 

To Prevent Bending while Inserting Nails 



Inserting nails into softwood might sound easy. In fact, it's quite easier compared to the same 
job on the hardwood. In hardwood, if you just keep hammering the nail onto it, there is a good 
chance that it will bend and the nailing job won't be completed successfully. 

In that case, you can use the nailer hole of the fencing plier. Once you have inserted the staple 
or the nail into the wooden surface by a bit, you can hold it through the nailer hole and keep 
hammering until the staple is well into the subject. 

In this way, the nail or staple will be inserted in a straight manner. And that’s what you’re looking 
for, right? 


How To Ensure Best Uses of A Fencing Plier? 

So far, we have gone through various uses of a fencing plier. But can you make all those uses 
with the comfort with just any fencing plier in the market? 

That's a big no-no. You can't expect a good usability from just any random model in the market. 
Therefore, we will list some tips through which you can ensure the best quality and best use of a 
fencing plier. 

Have a look 

Make Sure that It’s Comfortable to Work with 

If you can't hold the handle of the plier with comfort, you can never bring out the best output 
from it. So, we've put the essence of having a comfortable handle on top of every item on the 
list. 

Make sure that your fencing plier comes with a comfortable, thick rubber grip. If there is none, 
you can be wrapping it with one. 

Make Sure that Your Plier is Multi-Tasking 

As you have seen throughout the post, fencing pliers can do a lot of different tasks. But each of 
these tasks is concerned with one or another part of the fencing plier itself. 

Make a list of tasks that you would like to do with your fencing plier. And then, understand what 
kind of physical extension the plier needs to execute that task with it. And before buying, check 
for each of these physical extensions in the fencing plier. 

Make Sure That The Metal Part Doesn’t Get Rusted 

Rust is the biggest foe of anything metallic. And when it's about something like a fencing plier, 
rust can literally ruin the whole tool. As a rusted pliers head won't be serving you with any of 
these features. Also, there will be jamming issues. 



To make sure that your plier doesn't get attacked by rust, the first advice is to not let it get in 
touch with water or moisture. In case there is hardly any escape from moisture, you can try 
putting some grease on top of it. This layer will prevent a direct contact between the metal part 
and the moisture of the air. 

Make Sure It’s Okay with Your Palm 

If you have a closer look at the handles of a fencing plier, you should notice that they are a bit 
closer to each other compared to the traditional pliers. 

The reason is, you have to squeeze them for pressing purpose, and you need to grab them 
together for using it as a hammer. So, make sure that you are okay with the distance and design 
of the handles of the pliers. Otherwise, you will have issues with the cutting, pulling, splicing, 
etc. 

Ensure A Good Value for The Money 

No matter how tiny or big a tool is, you never want to pay for something that you don’t need or 
don’t want at all. And that goes for fencing pliers as well. If you make sure that the model is from 
a good brand, contains a good materialistic strength and comes with durable design, then you 
are pretty fine to go. 



